Death of a Tree

The piles of tree limbs and browned leaves still line the streets in our area of North
Dallas. It's been almost two weeks since the sudden summer storm whipped the old
trees back and forth till they just couldn't hang on any more. But the old hackberry that
had been leaning dangerously toward the power lines in our back yard didn't fall during
that storm. No tree limbs are waiting for pickup in front of our house.

It's sad to watch a tree die. This hackberry was never particularly pretty, but it shaded
part of our back yard, protecting the hydrangeas and azaleas from the aftemnoon sun.
Then, two years ago during the construction of an in-ground swimming pool next door,
the tree lost a ot of root mass and had to be cut back severely, leaving it a tall, scrawny
skeleton. It struggled to put out a few leaves in spring, but its will power wasn’t enough.

Its sources of strength had been hacked away, and it could no longer take care of itself.

The weekend before the big storm, | had noticed that the tree had suddenly shifted and
now was leaning dangerously. It seemed to be losing its grip on the soil. If it fell, it
would pull down the power lines, crush the shrubs and flowers across the back yard, and

probably damage the nearby red oak as well.

| called four tree services Monday moming. Big Bird Tree Service was the first to
respond. The owner himself came out later that morning, gave me a quote, and said he
might not be able to do it that afternoon but could definitely do it the next day. 1 told him
I would get back to him. A local nursery had a tree expert on staff who would call back
by late afternoon — he finally called two days later. One of the best known and highest

rated tree services in the area told me that they were really busy and could schedule









“Death of a Tree” — This is an article written by one of old astomers of Big Bird
Tree Service on July 22, 2003. This was done as “Home Work Assignmtie One of
our new customers in the year 2009 found this article “Death af Tree” and notified
us. Customer gave us a permission to publish on Big Biftree Service website but
without mentioning name. Hope you will like this article.
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